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F or m er Pir at e C hris E p p ers o n A n Alt er n at e F or T h e 2 0 1 0 U. S. O p e n - H o m e of t h e Ar mstr o n g Pir at es
htt ps:// w w w. ar mstr o n g pir at es. c o m/s p orts/ m g olf/ 2 0 0 9- 1 0/r el e as es/ m g olf 6 8 1 0
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Posted: Jun 08, 2010
SAVANNAH, Ga. - Former Armstrong Atlantic State All-American golfer Chris Epperson competed at the U.S. Open's
sectional qualifying at Ansley Golf Club in Roswell, Ga., on June 7, tying for second in the field tying but earning an alternate
slot - one he plans to take advantage of.
Epperson and fellow Savanniahian Mark Silvers each finished the two rounds with a 142 total. Silvers bested Epperson on
the second playoff hole, earning the second qualifying spot in the 2010 U.S. Open field. Epperson, however, is the first
alternate from the sectional - the first former AASU player to advance as far in US Open qualifying.
"My main concern was trying to play through the nerves," Epperson said about being in the playoff with Silvers with one
qualifying spot on the line. "I was really focusing on staying calm and sticking to my routine. I tried to think about just taking
one shot at a time and not getting ahead of myself."
Even though Silvers won the playoff, Epperson will travel to Pebble Beach and be a part of the 2010 U.S. Open. The
alternates from all of the sectionals will be reordered, and Epperson could conceivably find a way into the field as late as
Thursday morning, the first round of the open.
This was Epperson's fourth try at qualifying for the U.S. Open - last year in sectional qualifying in Atlanta, Epperson was
leading the qualifying after the first round, and finished one stroke out of an alternate slot. 
"This year I was thinking that, even though the sectional had one less [qualifying] spot, I had a feeling that I would play
better," Epperson said. "I felt that I was so close last year that I would make a breakthrough this year."
A native of Savannah, Epperson makes his home in Hilton Head as he participates on the eGolf tour in 2010. Epperson
transferred to AASU from Mercer and played for three seasons as a Pirate from 2002-2005. He was an All-American as a
junior in 2004 and was a part of the 2005 squad that finished as the NCAA Division II runner-up in Savannah.
The success of Epperson in the qualifying is a welcome sign for head coach Michael Butler, who has directed the Pirates to
nine straight NCAA Championships since 2001.
"It s h o w s t h e l e v el of pl a y er s t h at w e h a v e h a d t o pl a y at Ar m str o n g Atl a nti c si n c e t h e pr o gr a m' s r ei n st at e m e nt i n 2 0 0 0,"
B utl er s ai d. " C hri s i s t h e fir st f or m er Pir at e t o r e a c h t hi s l e v el,  b ut a s o ur pr o gr a m gr o w s, h e will c ert ai nl y n ot b e t h e l a st."
E p p er s o n fl e w o ut t o C alif or ni a o n S at ur d a y a n d will b e gi n hi s  U. S. O p e n e x p eri e n c e o n M o n d a y.
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